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The majority of the 126 countries that are party to the Convention on Conven-
tional Weapons (CCW) agree on the need for a new legally binding instrument 
to address the threats posed by autonomous weapons systems, known also 
as killer robots. Nevertheless, after almost a decade of discussions, they 
have not taken concrete steps toward making this goal a reality. 

An Agenda for Action recommends countries undertake a treaty-making 
process based on past humanitarian disarmament models. Alternatives to 
the CCW include a state-led independent process, which takes place outside 
the United Nations, exemplified by those that produced the 1997 Mine Ban 
Treaty and the 2008 Convention on Cluster Munitions; and a UN General As-
sembly-initiated process, like the one that produced the 2017 Treaty on the 
Prohibition of Nuclear Weapons.  

The report identifies four elements of these alternative treaty processes that are particularly conducive to achieving strong instruments 
in a timely fashion—a common purpose, voting-based decision-making, clear and ambitious deadlines, and a commitment to inclusivity. 
They would address many of the shortcomings of the CCW. 

By heeding the lessons from past processes, countries serious about adopting law on autonomous weapons systems could free them-
selves of the CCW stalemate and pursue a more effective and efficient approach to a new treaty.  
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